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MARDY SANDLER, LMSW AND BABY LOVE AWARDED ACAP’S FIRST “SUPPORTING THE SAFETY NET” AWARD
(Washington, DC) –The Association for Community Affiliated Plans (ACAP), an organization of Medicaid-focused community affiliated health plans committed to improving the health of vulnerable populations, announces Ms. Mardy Sandler, LMSW and the Baby Love Program of the University of Rochester Medical Center in New York as recipients of ACAP’s first “Supporting the Safety Net” award. “We are very pleased to see Mardy’s hard work recognized and the importance of Baby Love’s prenatal home visiting program honored at a national level” said Bob Thompson, President and CEO of Monroe Plan for Medical Care. Monroe Plan, an ACAP member, nominated Ms. Sandler and Baby Love because the program has been integral to Monroe Plan’s efforts to improve birth outcomes for its Medicaid members. 
Through its Healthy Beginnings Prenatal Care Program, Monroe Plan contracts with Baby Love to provide “high touch” social outreach for Monroe Plan’s high-risk pregnant women. Baby Love’s services include an initial assessment and screening for risk factors such as domestic violence and depression, regular home visitation by an outreach worker, referrals to prenatal care, social services, and mental health providers, and assistance with securing needed goods and services in preparation for childbirth and parenting. Since contracting with Baby Love in 2002, Monroe Plan has seen its Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) admission rates decrease from 89.3/1000 births to 56.6/1000 in 2003 and dropped again to 34.9/1000 in 2005.
The Baby Love program results have also been recently shared by Maggie Brooks, County Executive of Monroe County and a member of the Medicaid Commission, as part of a presentation on the benefits of Medicaid managed care for Medicaid beneficiaries to the Medicaid Commission. “This is an excellent community-based program and ACAP is pleased to recognize the outstanding work of Ms. Sandler and Baby Love,” said Sylvia Kelly, President & CEO of Community Health Network of Connecticut and the co-chair of ACAP’s Quality Management committee. 
The Association for Community Affiliated Plans is a national trade organization representing non-profit safety net health plans that serve more than 3 million Americans in Medicare, Medicaid, and other public health programs.
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